
Maxwell 224 # 040 Northamptonshire Regiment Battalion diary. Died 25/3/1918 France & Flanders 

18-23 March 1918 Training. 

23 Mar Battn arrived at NESLÉ after detraining at St Omer. 

24 Mar In line 23rd Brigade on our right 

P99 Attacked  Pargny and driven back.  

… giving the enemy a part of the W side of the River, owing to the bravery and dash of Lt-Col Roberts commanding the Worcester Regiment in 

counterattacking & clearing the S end of EPÉNANCOURT the 23rd Brigade could return in good order, our right flank was however still in danger. 

‘D’ Company however on the Left hung on tenaciously. Our right continued to be a menace till about 3:30pm when Reserves were thrown in and 

touch again re-established. At 5 pm Infantry action had ceased. A quiet night followed and we were reinforced by the 5th Yorkshire Regt. 

P100 25 Mar IN THE LINE 

During the past 24 hours ‘D’ Company formed a defensive flank to the Sherwoods and the line to the North but it was unavoidable that a large 

gap should exist between ‘C’ & ‘D’ Company, The 4th Yorks were put into the gap but were really too late to affect the situation. The enemy made 

a determined attack on our right causing us to withdraw..  

P101 ..a considerable distance. ‘A’ Company held this position until surrounded and had to fight their way back. They nevertheless held till an 

orderly retirement could be effected. This whole rear-guard action at very close quarters offered the enemy a very stubborn resistance & enabled 

the whole line to withdraw to the Railway embankment near MARCHÉLEPOT. Later, about 9:30pm the entire garrison of the Railway had to 

withdraw to a line at ABLAINCOURT. 

26 Mar 

At 11am the order was given to retire on a line to defend ROSIÈRES. This retirement was effected in Artillery formation of Platoons through the 

24th Division. The enemy followed up the 24th Divn, who fell through us having finished their work, and held MÉHARICOURT in strength. The 

whole night was occupied in hard digging-in and wiring as far as material permitted. 

27 Mar 

The enemy attacked on our Right driving back the 8th DLI exposing our flank.  

 


